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NAWO was founded in 1982 out of grass roots 
struggle involving two parallel confrontations 
about who pays, and who benefits, as natural re-
sources get processed into goods and services:  

 

whether a high voltage dc powerline could be 
built across prime Minnesota/North Dakota 
farmland while abusing landowners, and with-
out adequate public participation or scrutiny 
regarding the need for the project or its health 
implications to humans and farm animals; and,  

whether 27 multinational corporations could 
rip-off and strip mine the Sacred Paha Sapa 
(the Black Hills of South Dakota) for coal, 
uranium, taconite, gold and other minerals, in 
violation of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty be-
tween the US Government and the Lakota, 
Northern Cheyenne and Arapaho Nations.  

Out of these struggles, the North American Water 
Office was founded with the vision that we need 
Water For Life.  We were schooled to understand 
that the air and water form one living cycle, and 
that when we contaminate the air, we poison the 
water.  We focused our mission on the fact that 
consumption of energy from fossil and nuclear 
fuels contaminates  the air and the water on a mas-
sive, wholesale basis.  While devastating human 
health and environmental impacts of conventional 
energy development rage world wide, we focus on 
Turtle Island, called North America.  Much of the 
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